
Cottey College Basics 

Type: An independent, liberal arts and sciences college for women. 

Student Body: Cottey’s residential student capacity of 350 women typically represents 40 

states, Canada and 26 countries. 

Location: Nevada, Missouri (pop. 9,000), approximately 100 miles south of Kansas City. The 

campus occupies 14 buildings on 11 city blocks, and a 33-acre wooded recreational area. 

Heritage: Virginia Alice Cottey founded the College in 1884 with the firm belief that women 

deserved the same quality of education as men. She bequeathed the College to the P.E.O. 

Sisterhood in 1927, making it the only nonsectarian college owned and supported by women. 

The P.E.O. Sisterhood, a philanthropic educational organization of over 210,000 members, is 

dedicated to providing educational opportunities for women. 

A Cottey Education: Emphasizes high academic standards with unique opportunities for 

personal growth through residential, cultural and intellectual experiences. More than 8,900 

alumnae live throughout the world. Cottey College does not discriminate in admission or 

access to, or treatment in, its program and activities on the basis of race, creed, national 

origin, age, sexual orientation, or physical disability. 

Residence Halls: Three residence halls each house 100 to 150 students who live in 

apartment-style suites. Each suite accommodates 8 to 14 students, and includes single and 

double bedrooms, a living room, large bathroom, and a kitchenette. 

Organizations: Students can be leaders in more than 25 organizations on campus 

representing academic areas, cultural and recreational interests, or social, religious and 

volunteer activities. 

Services: The Office of Student Life provides leadership development, counseling services, 

and a limited health clinic. 

U.S. News & World Report 2022-2023 rankings: 

Cottey is pleased to be recognized again among the most elite colleges and universities in the 

country. We offer this as proof of our commitment to providing students a challenging 

curriculum at an affordable price. The U.S. News & World Report rankings include a 12-state 

region. U.S. News limits rankings to the top 78 colleges in the region. 

#1 Best Regional Colleges- Midwest  #26 Best Value Colleges- Midwest 

#12 Top Performer on Social Mobility 


